FROM the point of view of the circulatory system we may think of one of the higher mammalian organisms in terms of the systole and diastole of the heart. With the heart's contraction a powerful stream of blood is forced into the systemic circulation to find its way through vessels of ever-decreasing diameter to smaller and smaller areas of irrigation. In this way the oxygen carried by the blood corpuscles is distributed to the most remote portions of the body. Then when the force of this contraction has spent itself the heart pauses for an instant and during this pause receives from all these outlying districts of the body the blood which, having been deprived of its oxygen, has by another mechanism been circulated through the lungs to receive a new supply, and when this is done a further contraction sends this new supply along the
